Pathogenesis of Guillain-Barre syndrome.
Guillain-Barre syndrome is a postinfectious disorder caused by an aberrant immune response to an infectious pathogen, resulting in an autoimmune disease. As with other autoimmune diseases of infectious nature, the intricate balance of the numerous factors involved in the immune response may determine the outcome of the interaction between the microbe and host. Recent studies focusing on the role of cytokines and its network of related mediators and receptors suggest that any imbalance may make a significant contribution to the outcome of the infectious disease process. Better understanding of the pathogenesis of Guillain-Barre syndrome may lead to the discovery of newer therapeutics and may also serve as a model for studying other autoimmune diseases.